noticed that the intrauterine injection of iodine solution reduced the duration of the oestrous cycle in cows. Nakahara, Domeki, Inui & Yamauchi (1967) and Morrow, Rowe, Ingalls & Hafs (1971) also observed a distinctive shortening after the infusion of Lugol's solution on Days 3 and 4 of the oestrous cycle. If the iodine solution was injected only into the uterine horn on the side opposite to the CL, no shortening occurred, but injection of the solution into the uterine horn adjacent to the CL on Days 3 and 4 of the oestrous cycle led to a shortening of the cycle (Nakahara, Domeki & Yamau¬ chi, 1971a, b ). An average increase in the duration of the oestrous cycle of 5 days was observed by Nakahara et al. (1967) (Hansel & Wagner, 1960; Yamauchi, Nakahara, Kaneda & Inui, 1967; Yamauchi et al., 1971) or endometritis caused by infected semen (Hansel & Wagner, 1960 ; Kendrick & McEntee, 1967 (1967, 1971a, b) 
